Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting

Minutes of the May 17, 2012 Meeting 

Attendees:	Bruce Pacot – USDA/OCIO/NITC - Chairperson
		Brian Smith – IRS 
		Carla Tillmon – DOL/Women’s Bureau 
		Cindy Hillman - FEB
		Donna Mangiameli – DHS
		Greg J. Giese – USDA 
		James Edwards – USDA
		Johnathan Slade – CMS/HHS
		Larry Hisle – FEB
		Lorelei Schieferdecker – HHS/CMS
		Malisse Ford - FEB
		Marni Walter – RMA
		Michael Weaver – REEO-C 
		Michael Hill – SSA
		Raymond Hyson – DHS
		Ryan Geer, Major – USMC/MISSA
		Stephanie Keller – EPA
				
1:30 P.M.	Opening/Sign In

		Introductions

		Old Business:  Minutes from the April 26, 2012, meeting were accepted as 			written.

	Guest Speaker:  Col Donald Ballard – Medal of Honor Recipient 
	Service Career
	USO Project

Overview:  

AMVETS POST 181 – The post will be located at 1519 Main St., near the Sprint Center, and will feature a restaurant and bar.  It is open to the public and the purchases of meals and drinks at discounted prices will be used to fund all of the projects.  It will be a great place that is safe and non-challenging where everyone can feel comfortable, relaxed, and entertained.  
 
USO – Kansas City hasn’t had a USO since the Viet Nam war and COL Ballard would like to start one in order to provide an uplifting and inviting atmosphere to all service men and women.  He would like to provide a “home away from home” to our new generation of service members, with us “older” veteran supporters there to provide the support and comfort they need and deserve.  The USO will provide to the active duty military, as well as veterans and their supporters, a place to come and hang out without any challenges from the public.  It will be a fun, family oriented place providing security, comradeship, good food, and soft drinks.  In addition to the USO, there will also be a museum to help educate our youth.  It takes a village to raise a child, but it takes a veteran to raise a patriot.
 
THE FORGOTTEN VETERANS PROGRAM – This program is hosted by the National Combat Medical Memorial and Youth Education Center which is a 501(c)(3) organization located at 30000 Valor Drive in Grain Valley, MO.  The Swan Lake Memorial Park Cemetery grounds have been selected as the host site for the Memorial.  The program will provide funds for the less fortunate veterans who qualify to have a portion of their funeral and cemetery needs taken care of.  Indigent veteran families are often left being forced to cremate their loved ones and receive no funeral service.  All veterans deserve a dignified funeral service as they leave us for their final duty station guarding the gates of Heaven and the Forgotten Veterans Program intends to make sure this happens.  
 
COL Ballard needs partners and supporters that will have a positive mental attitude and a strong sense of pride about our returning veterans to effectively start up these organizations.  He is looking for volunteers to help with fund raising, grant writing, building materials, volunteer staff, greeters, entertainment directors, bar tenders, kitchen help, and cooks.  All volunteers will be treated with the utmost respect and will receive compensation in the form of food and drinks.  
 
If you would like to help our veterans, have fun doing it, and help get these worthy projects off the ground please get in touch ASAP.  Even if you can’t put your time into the projects you can still help by passing the word on to your friends, family, fellow veterans and other organizations.  
 
Call 816-509-2510 to volunteer!!
 
In COL Ballard’s words – “Let’s make a difference and have fun while doing so”

	Guest Speaker:  Nick Levendofsky – Kansas Farmers Union 
	Mary Howell – Kansas Farmers Union
	Donn Teske – Kansas Farmers Union
	Kerri Ebert, Kansas Farmers Union
	www.cfra.org/veteran_farmers_project 
	
	Overview:  The aim of the Kansas Veteran Farmers Project is to inform veterans 	that agriculture is an option and to provide them with the business and agriculture 	education that can help them become successful farmers.  The Project also serves 	as a mentorship for veterans who do not have a background in farming and 	agriculture. Nearly one million service members have come from rural 	communities in the past 10 years, and the Kansas Veteran Farmers Project aims to 	help veterans return to their farming roots so they can carry on the proud tradition 	of small American family farms.  

	The Kansas Veteran Farmers Project offers the following:

	Workshops conducted by expert speakers on topics in agriculture and finance.  	Workshops are free of charge, and cover topics such as specialty crops and 	livestock, land access, financing, crop insurance, State-level and USDA programs 	for beginning farmers, and resources for disabled veterans.

	Farm Tours from experienced farmers, demonstrating production, marketing, 	and decision-making.  Tour the farms of successful farmers in Kansas and 	Nebraska to learn about specific production and marketing systems.  Observe and 	question the farmers and ranchers about their experiences, techniques, and 	approaches.

	Individual Consultations with professionals for financial and production advice.  	Personalized assistance in the areas of production and marketing, farm business 	development, loan applications, farm financial advising, state and federal loan 	options, land access strategies, and linking programs.

	Help Line for phone and email inquiries, resources, and support.  
                 
New Business:

Program Coordinator Reports:

	Stand Down – Bruce Pacot – Reminder about the Stand Down on June 8th 				and 9th

	Women Veterans – Carla Tillmon – No new updates

	Education Benefits - James Edwards – No new updates

	Employment Benefits – Donna Mangiameli – Attended a career fair in 				Missouri on May 16th
       
	Discounts and Events – Brian Smith – Reminder of the Harley Davidson 				Poker Run event in Blue Springs on Saturday, May 19th

FEB Veterans Affairs Committee Web Page – Please update Home Page lists 			before the next meeting

Activities Supporting Veterans: 

	Lorelei Schieferdecker provided the following information to the 				committee:

National Health Care for the Homeless Council - flyers and information 			regarding Health Reform and Needs Assessment for Homeless Veterans.  

VA Home Front – booklet from the Department of Veterans Affairs containing 			information about housing and support services, home loan guaranty 			services, prevention services, job training, employment, and income 			benefits, education benefits, and medical and health treatment services in 			an effort to eliminate veteran homelessness.

Veterans Way Memorial – Blue Springs, MO – fundraising information for the 			creation of a Veterans Way Memorial, where individuals or groups can 			commemorate the service and sacrifice of those who served in the nation’s 		armed services.

Open Discussion:

	No new announcements or topics were discussed

Next Meeting:

	****Wednesday, June 13, 2012 – 1:30 PM	 
				(Please note this is a different date than previously published)    
                             
Meeting Adjourned at 3:30 PM


