Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting

Minutes of the October 18, 2012, Meeting 

Attendees:	Bruce Pacot - Chairperson
		Brian Smith – IRS 
		Carla Tillmon – DOL/WB
		Damon Slaughter – USACE-KC
		Dennis Johnson – Census/FEB
		Donna Mangiameli – DHS
		Gary Pixler – DHS
		James Edwards – USDA
		Janice Miller – DHS/NRC
		Kevin Inkley - VA
		Larry Hisle – FEB
		Lisa Foodim – VA
		Lorelei Schieferdecker – HHS/CMS
		Michael Ciliege – RMA
		Michael Hill – SSA
		Michael Weaver – REEO-C
		Randall Booth – DOL/OFCCP
		Richard Campin - NARA
		Stephanie Keller – EPA
		Vincent Lopez – DHS/NBC
				
1:30 P.M.	Opening/Sign In

		Introductions

	Guest Speaker:  Stana Eager – Veterans Administration 
	Local Recovery Coordinator 
	Website - www.kansascity.va.gov 
	
Overview:  The Local Recovery Coordinator of the Kansas City VA Medical Center helps veterans access medical and mental health services.  Veterans can register for VA services in person, online, by mail, or over the phone.  Items needed to register are any current insurance card, including Medicare or Medicaid, a copy of the DD 214, and a copy of the Purple Heart award letter if not listed on the DD 214.  Once registered, veterans will be assigned to a priority group, any co-pays required will be determined, and a primary care provider will be assigned.  Services offered are primary care, women’s health program, preventive care, medication and supplies, outpatient and diagnostic treatment, inpatient diagnostic and treatment, as well as more than 40 specialty care clinics.  There are several Community Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOCs) in locations such as Belton, Cameron, Excelsior Springs, Nevada, Paola, Warrensburg, and soon to be opened in Johnson County.  There are also some time sensitive free benefits for combat veterans and recently discharged veterans, such as five years of cost free health care for recent combat veterans and a one-time cost free dental exam and treatment for recently discharged veterans.  It is important that these veterans contact the VA as soon as possible to ensure they are able to utilize these valuable services.      

The KCVA also provides important mental health services based on a veteran-centered model of care.  Outpatient clinics provide walk-in services for all veterans.  Services provided include individual and group therapy, psychiatric, substance abuse counseling, social work services, and PTSD therapy and education groups.  There is also an inpatient psychiatric unit, as well as Mental Health Intensive Case Management and a Psychiatric Rehabilitation and Recovery Center for veterans with severe mental illness.  The goal of these services is to develop coping strategies and enhance social skills while helping them recover meaningful roles in the community.  

There is a National Suicide Prevention Veterans Crisis Line, which refers veterans who call in to a local treatment officer for case management.  There are, also, residential and outpatient substance abuse treatment programs.  Compensated Work Therapy services are provided in an effort to assist veterans overcome barriers to work placement and get back into the workforce.  

	Guest Speaker:  Lisa Foodim – Veterans Administration 
	Homeless Program Coordinator 
	Website - www.kansascity.va.gov 
	
Overview:  BThe Kansas City VA Homeless Program provides Healthcare for Homeless Veterans (HCHV) and Housing and Urban Development – Veterans Administration Supported Housing (HUD-VASH) services for high need, high risk veterans.  The HCHV program provides contract emergency housing and grant per diem transitional housing, and also links these veterans to mental health and substance abuse services, medical services, training and employment opportunities, and dental services.  Contract emergency housing is arranged through Benilde Hall and Heroes Home Gate/Footprints.  Grant per diem transitional housing is arranged through Benilde Hall and Harbor House in Missouri, and Harbor Light Village and Virginia Harding Center in Kansas.  HUD-VASH is a Section 8 “Housing Choice” Voucher program plus case management services.  Once the veteran gets a voucher they have the choice of where to live, but they are provided with assistance in locating housing.  Additionally, they are linked to medical services, mental health and substance abuse services, as well as opportunities for training and employment.

In 2012, the KCVA added three peer support specialists to the mental health staff, issued an additional 50 HUD-VASH vouchers for a total of 220 vouchers, added 25 new grant per diem transitional housing beds through a new grant, developed a homeless veteran care coordination workgroup to improve collaboration, and increased outreach to provide services for chronically homeless veterans. 

	Guest Speaker:  Jason Bohn – Middle American Regional Council  
	Homeless Task Force Coordinator 
	Website - www.marc.org  
	
Overview:  The Homeless Task Force of Greater Kansas City was established in 2009 by the Kansas City, MO, City Council with an aim to provide alternatives for police officers when responding to complaints about homeless persons.  The Task Force has Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) with Kansas City, MO, Jackson County, Platte County, Clay County, Johnson County, and Wyandotte County.  There are currently six project teams, including teams for Children and Youth, Permanent Housing, Responsive Services, Employment, Law Enforcement and Judiciary, and Public Education and Outreach.  The goal of the Task Force is to find an end to homelessness through partnerships among not-for-profit agencies, private businesses, governmental entities, philanthropic organizations, the investment community, and citizens.  In Johnson County alone there are more than 2000 kids that meet the homeless criteria.  Some of the top causes of homelessness are lack of income attributed to fewer work opportunities and a decline in public assistance, lack of affordable, safe and appropriate housing, domestic violence for families, and substance abuse/mental illness for individuals.  One project of the Task Force is to try to rehabilitate some of the 12,000 vacant, abandoned, and dilapidated buildings/lots in the Kansas City Metro area.  

Current estimates suggest that on any given day there are nearly 13,000 homeless individuals in the five-county area.  These include individuals who lack a regular or adequate nighttime residence, who share housing with others due to a loss of housing, who live in a car, motel, trailer park, or camp ground, who may be abandoned in hospitals, or who may be awaiting placement in foster care.  It is estimated that there is a need for more than 16,000 affordable housing units in the Kansas City area, with more than 18,000 public housing and tenant-based vouchers available, and a waiting list of more than 15,000 households (a three year waiting period on average).  

The Task Force is currently creating a coordinated entry process and an area wide needs assessment for at-risk and homeless children and youth.  They are also actively pursuing funding for a centralized permanent housing process, expanding CIT training to downtown Ambassadors, and developing diversion processes for the police/legal system.     

	Guest Speaker:  Cindy Laufer – University of Missouri Kansas City  
	Veterans Transportation & Community Living
	Website - www.umkc.edu   
	
Overview:  In July 2012, the Department of Transportation’s Veterans Transportation and Community Living Initiative awarded the Mid-America Regional Council, the University of Kansas Medical Center, and the Midwest Center for Nonprofit Leadership at the University of Missouri Kansas City a grant to create a searchable database to provide transportation services to the region’s veterans and citizens.  The completed database is intended to be an essential resource to veterans and citizens to ensure the entire region is comprehensively covered by transportation services that are accessible to locate and to utilize.  In order to achieve a valuable, comprehensive, and usable product,  the group will conduct three focus groups with veterans and consumers, with service providers, and with transportation services.  The information gathered in the focus groups will be invaluable to website designers as they create a product that will truly be useful to citizens.

The veteran and consumer focus group will gather information on usability of the website and personal transportation needs, and will be held on Tuesday, November 6th, from 2:00-4:00 pm, in the Domiciliary, at 4101 Main Street, Leavenworth, KS.

The service provider focus group was held on October 2nd, and gathered information on how well the database will support their clients’ needs.  

The transportation provider focus group was held on October 3rd, and gathered information to ensure the list is comprehensive in individual listings and provides complete information on each listing to be of value to the client and the service.

	Old Business:  

		Minutes from the September 20, 2012, meeting were accepted as written.

	FEB Veterans Affairs Committee Home Page – The September minutes have been posted.

	American Royal Parade – Brian Smith represented the FEB Veterans Affairs Committee and rode in the parade.  It was a great event.  There was a huge turnout, with very inspirational and patriotic spectators.  Active duty reserves and veterans were well represented at the event.

New Business:

Program Coordinator Reports:

Stand Down – Bruce Pacot – Requested Brian to add to the events spreadsheet for volunteer participation.  

Women Veterans – Carla Tillmon – A new American Legion Post is forming for women veterans.  A meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 7th, at 6:30 pm, at the American Legion Post 21 in Independence, MO.

	There will be a Women Veterans Benefits Fair and Resource Expo at the KCVA Honor Annex on November 17th, from 9:00 am to noon.

	Education Benefits - James Edwards – No new updates

Employment Benefits – Donna Mangiameli – No new updates  
       
Discounts and Events – Brian Smith – Discounts for upcoming Veterans Day are being added to the spreadsheet.

Activities Supporting Veterans:  No new updates 
	
Open Discussion:

	Brian Smith announced this year’s Wishes for Warriors collection drive, which sends packages to troops overseas in combat zones but also supports the families left behind.  Last year Wishes for Warriors supported 13 families, including $100 gift cards to large food/grocery outlet stores and gift packages for kids.

	Vince Lopez announced the City Union Mission will be providing a meal from Schmick-McCormick, and will provide transportation to and from.  The Mission is also in the process of planning the Thanksgiving meal.   

Next Meeting:

	Thursday, November 15, 2012	 
				                             
Meeting Adjourned at 3:30 PM


