Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting

Minutes for November 15, 2012 

Attendees:	Bruce Pacot - Chairperson
		Brian Smith – IRS 
		Carla Tillmon – DOL/WB
		Donna Mangiameli – DHS
		Gary Pixler – DHS
		James Edwards – USDA
		Daniel Sampson – DHS/NRG
		Jim Walker - DOT
		Larry Hisle – FEB
		Lisa Foodim – VA
		Lauren Ray – Treasury/FMS
		Michael Ciliege – RMA
		Michael Hill – SSA
		Michael Weaver – REEO-C
		Richard Campin - NARA
		Stephanie Keller – EPA
		Wendy Sanchez – Treasury/FMS
				
1:30 P.M.	Opening/Sign In

		Introductions

	Guest Speaker:  Karl Monger – Gallant Few Organization
			     Website – www.gallantfew.org
	
		Overview: Karl Monger from organization Gallant Few: Mr. Monger who is an 			Army Ranger Veteran spoke about his service, deployment and transition to 			civilian life. From his own experience, the gap in services for Transition 				Assistance was apparent and Gallant Few fills that gap presently for Army 			Rangers and will be expanding to other services. They assist with translating 			military experiences to civilian skills for resumes and interviews. They provide 			Mentoring in the model of Big Brother/Sister and AA in combination. As many 			Army Rangers transition, they find civilian life has less ‘purpose’. Gallant Few 			assists veterans to set a Plan in Motion which facilitates establishing a purpose 			and steps for follow through. Other areas that Gallant Few provides include an 			Anti-Suicide program www.descendentsofsparta.com, training of law 				enforcement on interactions with veterans, and services to veteran owned small 			business.
 

	





	Guest Speaker:  Timothy Lang and Timothy Gaynor 
			    Kansas Commission on Veterans Affairs
			    Website – www.kcva.gov
 
	Overview:  Timothy Lang and Tim Gaynor from Kansas Commission on 				Veterans Affairs discussed their services. They are housed out of the VA hospitals 		in Leavenworth, Topeka and Wichita. They also have field offices throughout the 			state. They have service vans which are used for events and other outreach. 			Timothy Lang 	services 8 counties of Eastern Kansas. He does outreach 				throughout these counties with very hands on assistance. There are many services 			offered through Kansas Commission 	on Veterans Affairs. Timothy and Tim assist 		with benefits access and use a system called 	Virtual Veteran on the Kansas 			computer systems.

	Old Business:  

		Minutes from the October 18, 2012, meeting were accepted as written.

	FEB Veterans Affairs Committee Home Page – The October minutes have been posted and Kansas and Missouri Veterans Commissions added..
	
			Information on Stand Down reviewed:
				Veterans and family dependents served = 407
				Federal Volunteers (without VA) = over 40
				Donations = 59 total (47 large containers/12 other)

New Business:

			Interagency Council on Homelessness November half day community 				event with all federal agencies addressing homelessness reviewed and 				handouts from that event distributed.

	Program Coordinator Reports:

Crisis & Homeless – Lisa Foodim - Other brochures on Homeless Veteran Services and Crisis Number reviewed. 
 
Discounts and Events – Brian Smith – Discounts for upcoming Veterans Day are being added to the spreadsheet. Veterans Day activities, discounts reviewed

Guest Speakers – Stephanie Keller -
Education Benefits - James Edwards – Education benefits for Veterans handouts reviewed and distributed.

Stand Down – Bruce Pacot – Chair requested volunteers for Stand Down as there is more work than one person can do. He requested he be contacted by anyone interested. 

Women Veterans – Carla Tillmon – Women’s Veteran Benefit Fair and Resource Expo – November 17th from 9:00 – 2:00 PM was reviewed and handout with location and details distributed. 

			Employment Benefits – Donna Mangiameli – Employment Benefit 				through USAJOBS veterans get priority and an instruction sheet was 				distributed. Also the possibility of hiring a known veteran without using 				USAJOBS was noted. More information on this will be forwarded to 				Committee Chair.
		
		Activities Supporting Veterans:  

	-KCVA 3rd Annual Homeless Summit Handout reviewed and distributed. 			Event to occur on December 6, 2012, from 1:00 – 4:30 PM.
			-Donate Your Car brochure reviewed
-Hockey Night for Veterans flier reviewed
-MLK Day presentations flier reviewed

Open Discussion:

	Brian Smith announced this year’s Wishes for Warriors collection drive, which sends packages to troops overseas in combat zones but also supports the families left behind.  Last year Wishes for Warriors supported 13 families, including $100 gift cards to large food/grocery outlet stores and gift packages for kids.

Next Meeting:   Thursday, November 13, 2012	 
-F.E.B meeting schedule for 2013 reviewed. June 20th needs to be hosted   elsewhere. Chairman suggested the KCVA and VA representative and Chair will follow up.
-A reminder that the December 2012 meeting will not have speakers. Instead, the accomplishments of 2012 will be reviewed and the Goals for 2013 set. 
    
Meeting Adjourned at 3:30 PM


