Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting

Minutes of the June 13, 2012 Meeting 

Attendees:	Bruce Pacot – USDA/OCIO/NITC - Chairperson
		Brian Smith – IRS 
		Carla Tillmon – DOL/Women’s Bureau 
		Carl Banks - FAA
		Donna Mangiameli – DHS
		Dorothy Duncan – VA/OIG
		Douglas Stroud – VHA/OEM
		Gary Pixler – DHS
		Gifford Dunn – HUD/SFH
		Greg J. Giese – USDA 
		Jim Walker - FAA
		Karen Elliot – HHS/ACF
		Malisse Ford - FEB
		Marni Walter – RMA
		Michael Weaver – REEO-C 
		Michael Hill – SSA
		Raymond Hyson – DHS/NRC
		Richard Campin - NARA
		Stephanie Keller – EPA
				
1:30 P.M.	Opening/Sign In

		Introductions

		Old Business:  Minutes from the May 17, 2012, meeting were accepted as 			written.

	Guest Speaker:  Malisse Ford – Federal Executive Board 
	FEB Website - http://www.kansascity.feb.gov/ 
	Veterans Affairs Committee Home Page - 	http://www.kansascity.feb.gov/vet.html 

Overview:  Malisse Ford gave an overview of the Federal Executive Board website Home Page, pointing out the different areas of the page.  The left-hand column provides links to seminars and training.  The center column of the page provides information about upcoming meetings and area events, and the right-hand column provides information and links for public employee appreciation events and veteran information.  In the upper right-hand corner of the Home Page, the last tab is the Event Calendar, which provides a schedule of all FEB events as well as future events.

The Veterans Affairs Committee link can be found under the Committees tab, at the top of the FEB Home Page.  The VAC page lists the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, the mission of the committee, the programs and program coordinators, and veteran benefits and information links, all in the left column.  The right column contains links to the Committee meeting minutes, the Feds Hire Vets website, the USA Jobs website, the VA My Health website, the VA Benefits website, and the VA website.

Each program listed in the left column contains a link to a spreadsheet with valuable information, resources, and links related to that program.  The programs are the Heart of America STAND DOWN, Women Veterans, Veteran Education Benefits, Veteran Employment Benefits, and Current Events and Discounts.  These links are updated every time the information on the spreadsheets is updated.  

There is a link at the bottom of the page with information on the Military Buy Back program.  The information on this particular page was updated on June 11th.        

Program coordinators may submit updates to their spreadsheets directly to Malisse.

	Guest Speaker:  Mark Miller – Combat Veterans Association
	St. Lukes Hospice
	Patriot Guard 	
			
	Overview:  

	St. Luke’s Hospice – Mark Miller spoke to the Committee about the Saint Luke’s 
	Health System Hospice program that honors veterans in hospice.  Veterans are 	encouraged to volunteer for the valuable service because the veterans in hospice 	tend to share more about their experiences with other veterans and will even tell 	the veteran volunteers things they will not even tell their own families.  The 	volunteer visits are a complete surprise to the veterans, and this simple act of 	kindness can sometimes give them a boost they would not have otherwise had.  	Volunteering fulfills the heart and truly makes a difference in the lives of the 	veterans in hospice, as well as in the lives of their families.

	The Saint Luke’s Hospice prepares a certificate thanking the veterans in hospice 	for their service and presents it to them and their families. 

	For more information about St. Luke’s Hospice, please visit – 

https://www.saintlukeshealthsystem.org/home-care-hospice/volunteer
https://www.saintlukeshealthsystem.org/article/honoring-greatest-sacrifice
	http://www.hpna.org/DisplayPage.aspx?Title=Quick%20Information%20Sheet
  
	Patriot Guard – The Patriot Guard is a diverse group of motorcycle riders who 	have an unwavering respect for veterans who risk their lives for America’s 	freedom.  The Patriot Guard’s mission is to attend the funeral services of fallen 	American heroes, as invited guests of the family, to show respect for these fallen 	heroes, their families, and their communities, and to shield the mourning families 	and friends from interruptions created by any protestor or group of protestors.  	There is no requirement to be a veteran or a motorcycle rider to be a member of 	the Patriot Guard.  

	There are 230,000 Patriot Guard Riders members across the nation, and the 	American legion takes the lead for the PGR.  

	For more information about the Patriot Guard Riders, please visit – 

	http://www.patriotguard.org/

	Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association – The Combat Veterans Motorcycle 	Association’s mission is to support and defend those who have defended our 	country and our freedoms.  The focus is to help veteran care facilities provide 	warm meals, clothing, shelter, and guidance, or simply to say “Thank You,” and 	“Welcome Home.”

	The local Combat Vets Chapter 401 has about 50 members, and recently provided 	a check for $2800 to the Cameron Veterans Home in Missouri.  There are 10 	chapters in Missouri.

	For more information about the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, please 	visit – 

	http://combatvet.org/

	Missouri Association of Veterans Organization (MAVO) – MAVO is an 	organization that brings together the common interests and concerns of the many 	veteran organizations to speak with one voice on issue that impact their fellow 	veterans.  MAVO is an independent organization that works closely with the 	Missouri Veterans Commission and is powerful in influencing legislation.  	Current Missouri legislation is updated on the MAVO website.

	For more information about MAVO, please visit – 
	
	http://mvc.dps.mo.gov/mavo.asp

Guest Speaker:  Kierstin Underwood – Community Liaison
	Wounded Warrior Wives
	http://woundedwarriorwives.org/
		
	Overview:  The purpose of the Operation Homefront’s Wounded Warrior Wives 	program is to support military and veteran families by caring for the caregivers of 	wounded, ill, and injured warriors.  Wounded warriors come home changed, both 	emotionally and physically, and often require the tireless efforts of spouses, 	mothers, sisters, and other loved ones to support and care for them.  The 	Wounded Warrior Wives program offers caregivers opportunities to build 	connections, access resources, and learn new skills, which helps them navigate 	through the challenges inherent in caring for a wounded warrior and to live an 	empowered, fulfilled life.  Through the Wounded Warrior Wives program, 	caregivers learn how to deal with PTSD, Traumatic Brain Injury, and chronic pain 	and learn what some of the triggers are for the emotional wounds.  The program’s 	goal is to take care of the caregivers who are on the front lines of caregiving.  	Statistics show that caregivers are ending their lives at a faster rate than that of the 	wounded veterans.  Wounded Warrior Wives not only teaches caregivers how to 	manage and deal with their wounded warriors, but also provides a support group 	to connect with other women in the area and puts faces with names of others who 	are going through the same things.  This is done through a variety of resources, 	including retreats, support groups, and an online community.  There are currently 	922 members of the Wounded Warrior Wives program nationwide.   
                 
New Business:

Program Coordinator Reports:

	Stand Down – Bruce Pacot – Provided an update, as well as statistics, for 
		the Stand Down veteran event held on June 8th and 9th, in Kansas 
		City, MO

	Women Veterans – Carla Tillmon – Provided flash drives, from the 
		Department of Labor Women’s Bureau, containing information for 
		women veterans, including the Executive Order for Trauma 
		Informed Care for Women Veterans Experiencing Homelessness, 
		the Veteran Labor Force in Recovery, a Trauma Guide for Service 
		Providers, an Increasing Employment Opportunities and 
		Improving Working Conditions for Women Fact Sheet, and a 
		Health Care Services for Women Veterans Handbook.

	Education Benefits - James Edwards – No new updates

	Employment Benefits – Donna Mangiameli –No new updates
       
	Discounts and Events – Brian Smith – The Discounts spreadsheet has been 
		updated, to include updated information on the Stand Down.  
		There is a Veterans Rally scheduled for June 30th, at 16th and Vine, 
		and an ESGR Hiring Heroes event on June 22nd.

Activities Supporting Veterans: 

	Brian Smith provided information to the committee about a Taxpayer Advocate Service, as a separate function under the IRS that targets veterans.  The goal of this service is to ensure that every taxpayer is treated fairly and knows and understands their rights.  The service is free and guides the taxpayer through the often-confusing process of resolving tax problems that they have not been able to solve on their own.  The local point of contact for this service is Terry Follas, Senior Analyst, Office of Systemic Advocacy, at (816) 291-9706.  More information can also be found at www.irs.gov/advocate.  

Open Discussion:

	New member, Jim Walker, of the FAA, provided a link for Army Band activities – www.bands.army.mil.

	Karen Elliot provided a link with information for the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) – www.taps.org.  

Next Meeting:

	Thursday, July 26, 2012	 
				                             
Meeting Adjourned at 3:30 PM


