Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting

Minutes of the July 26, 2012 Meeting 

Attendees:	Bruce Pacot – USDA/OCIO/NITC - Chairperson
		Amber Ross – USDA/FSA
		Brian Smith – IRS 
		Carla Tillmon – DOL/Women’s Bureau 
		Cindy Hillman - FEB
		Damon Slaughter – USACE-KC
		Donna Mangiameli – DHS
		Greg J. Giese – USDA 
		Karen Elliot – HHS/ACF
		Lorelei Schieferdecker – HHS/CMS
		Malisse Ford - FEB
		Marni Walter – RMA
		Michael Ciliege - RMA
		Michael Weaver – REEO-C 
		Michael Hill – SSA
		Richard Campin - NARA
		Stephanie Keller – EPA
				
1:30 P.M.	Opening/Sign In

		Introductions

		

	Guest Speaker:  Bryden Becker – American Royal Association 
	Director – Festival Events and Promotion 	“Kansas City, the American Royal and 	American Agriculture Pay Tribute to the 	American Military” – Parade on September 	29, 2012
	Website - www.americanroyal.com
	
Overview:  This year the American Royal Association will host its 87th Parade.  
The parade will be held on Saturday, September 29, 2012, at 10:00, in Downtown 			Kansas City.  It will start at Grand Boulevard and Pershing and head north on 			Grand towards downtown.  Spectators will line Grand Boulevard on both sides of 			the entire route.

The parade will feature approximately 115 entrants, including some of Kansas 			City’s best marching bands and drill teams, saddle clubs, vintage cars, civic 			groups, and decked-out parade floats. 

This year the parade is dedicated to the military.  The goal this year is to make 			this the single largest “Thank You” to the military and veterans that the Heartland 			has given in a long time, with a special emphasis on returning veterans from Iraq 			and Afghanistan.  There will be a heavy military presents in the parade, 				showcasing both past and present technology, as well as the men and women who 		have committed to serve our nation.  Many of the floats will also honor the 			American Royal’s commitment to fostering the development of young Americans 			in the wide variety of agricultural fields.  

  The Grand Marshall for the parade will be Ike Skelton.  Early planning for the 			event suggests participation from Whiteman Air Force Base, with one or two A-			10’s; one or two Chinooks from Fort Riley; up to 500 Boy Scouts; several Gold 			Star families; members of the Patriot Guard; and military members from each of 			the local/regional military installations. 

	Guest Speaker:  Bob Waechter – STAND DOWN (Co-Founder)
		Website – www.kcstanddown.org 	
	
	Overview:  The Fall Stand Down event is tentatively scheduled for November 2, 	2012, at Memorial Hall.  

	For the Summer Stand Down event, 30 Housing vouchers were give.  This was a 	huge success to get 30 veterans off the streets and into affordable housing.

	The legal services provided during the Stand Down were down from 110 last 	year, to 60 this year.  It is believed that this is a result of the VA’s program – 	Veterans Court – which has been more proactive in identifying at risk veterans.

	The Kansas City VA offered incredible support for the Summer Stand Down 	event, in terms of the medical services they provided.  This year, the VA also had 	some dentists at the event, and they referred several veterans to the VA clinic to 	perform free dental work.

	This year marks the Stand Down’s 20th anniversary.  The Stand Down has helped 	raise awareness of homeless veterans, their situations, and their issues.  
	
	Guest Speaker:  Michael Hill – Social Security Administration
	Veterans Benefits and Services
	Website - www.ssa.gov
		
	Overview:  Michael Hill discussed the Wounded Warrior Program and how the 	Social Security Administration is working with the VA to expedite the process for 	these veterans to receive benefits.  He emphasized that this is a different process 	not connected to the VA benefits.  Supplemental Security Income, or SSI, is a 	needs based benefit.  There is a 24 month waiting period before Medicare kicks in 	with SSI.  The maximum SSI benefit is $698.  

	The SSA can also refer people to other organizations for help, i.e. for state 	services, for medical and medications assistance.  The toll free service is available 	from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, daily.  Local field offices, though, are only open from 	9:00 am to 3:00 pm.
	
	A lot of valuable information and tools, such as calculators and planning tools, are 	available at the SSA website – www.ssa.gov.  Informational videos can also be 	found on the website.

	To access social security statements, visit www.ssa.gov/mystatement and create a 	my Social Security account.   
                 
Old Business:  Minutes from the June 13, 2012, meeting were accepted as 			written.

	FEB Veterans Affairs Committee Home Page is continuously being 			updated, with meeting minutes being posted each month.

New Business:

Program Coordinator Reports:

	Stand Down – Bruce Pacot – Nothing to add in addition to the updates 
		provided by Guest Speaker Bob Waechter.

	Women Veterans – Carla Tillmon – No new updates

	Education Benefits - James Edwards – Will make spreadsheet updates 
		within the next couple of weeks.

	Employment Benefits – Donna Mangiameli –No new updates
       
	Discounts and Events – Brian Smith – No new updates

Activities Supporting Veterans: 

	Saint Luke’s Hospitals are providing free Hepatitis C screenings for all veterans and people in the 45-65 age group.

	Donna Mangiameli indicated Colonel Ballard is looking for candidates to serve on the AMVETS Board.  He will be holding an Open House Reception on July 29th – Location TBD.

	Lorelei Schieferdecker gave an update on the Blue Springs Elks Lodge Car Show Fundraiser, which was held June 24, 2012.  The event raised $18,000, and $14,500 will go out to help and support troops.  

	Carla Hillman announced a “Working for the Government” event hosted by Penn Valley Community College and Congressman Cleaver.   

Open Discussion:

	Brian Smith provided an update on the 32 IRS jobs announced, which were targeted towards VRA hirings.  Seventeen of these positions were either cancelled or put on hold; five were hired from within; and, ten positions will be filled from the resumes received in response to the announcement.  

	Karen Elliot discussed a Health and Human Services initiative on Strengthening Families through Fatherhood.

Next Meeting:

	Thursday, August 23, 2012	 
				                             
Meeting Adjourned at 3:30 PM


