Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting

Minutes of the August 23, 2012 Meeting 

Attendees:	Bruce Pacot – USDA/OCIO/NITC - Chairperson
		Brian Smith – IRS 
		Daniel Sampson – DHS/NRC
		Donna Mangiameli – DHS
		Doug Stroud – VHA OEM 
		Gary Pixler – DHS
		Greg Davis - EPA 
		Greg Giese – USDA
		James Edwards – USDA
		Jim Walker - FAA 
		Karen Elliot – HHS/ACF
		Kevin Inkley – VA
		Larry Hisle - FEB
		Lisa Foodin – VA 
		Lorelei Schieferdecker – HHS/CMS
		Michael Ciliege – RMA
		Michael Weaver – REEO-C
		Michael Hill – SSA
		Raymond Hyson – DHS/NRC
		Richard Campin - NARA
		Stephanie Keller – EPA
				
1:30 P.M.	Opening/Sign In

		Introductions

	Guest Speaker:   Roy Riffe – Benilde Hall 
	Director of Development 
	Germaine Washington
	Clinical Supervisor
	Website - www.benildehall.org 
	
Overview:  Benilde Hall provides services for men with addiction, mental illness, 
homelessness, and provides intensive outpatient care.  In 2011, Benilde Hall 
served 333 men, 193 of which were veterans.  

Client outcomes increase when men are in the program for more than 30 days.  
Outcomes that are increased are abstinence from drugs and alcohol, increased 
work skills and income, increased social skills, and improved mental health.  
Veteran outcomes are slightly higher than the general public outcomes.  The VA 
works closely with Benilde Hall and case workers.

The facilities are more like a home than an institution.  The men take care of the 
grounds and do a lot of community service.  The Matt Talbot House is across the 
street and contains 12 studio apartments.  This is permanent housing for 
successful graduates of the Benilde Hall program.  Most of the men who move 
into the Matt Talbot House stay for a year of two, but they are not required to 
leave.  The tendency, though, is to stay only a couple of years.  These men are 
welcome to attend meetings and groups, and to eat meals at Benilde Hall.  Each 
studio apartment is about 800 square feet in size.  The units are fully furnished, 
qualify as HUD housing, and utilities are paid.

Benilde Hall does street outreach on Thursday evenings, going to homeless camps 
– providing hot food, bottles of water, clothing, etc.  Last year, 2200 hot meals 
were served.

Benilde Hall also offers transitional services where clients work and get paid.    

	Guest Speaker:  Carrie Rosetti – Catholic Charities of Kansas City
	Director, Community Housing, Bishop Boland 	Institute for Housing and Community 	Development
	Website – www.catholiccharities-kcsj.org  	
	
	Overview:  Catholic Charities are in the process of attaining receivership and 	hope to break ground for the new St Michael Veteran Campus in September or 	October.  Catholic Charities currently have scattered housing in Maryville, St 	Joseph, Warrensburg, and Kansas City with a focus and emphasis on helping 	veterans.  
	
	Community housing has a $1.5 million budget, with a role in providing supportive 	services from a holistic approach to living and housing.

	The concept for the St Michael Veteran Campus is to engage the community with 	the activities taking place at the Campus and to get veterans engaged in the 	community.  The Campus will also provide medical services, with a focus on 	taking care of immediate issues, such as alleviating pain, illness, and other issues, 	in an effort to garner a more meaningful relationship with the veterans seeking 	assistance.

	There is a desire to see volunteers who are veterans, as there is an unspoken 	dialogue that may have a huge impact on the interactions between the volunteers 	and the veterans being assisted.

	Male and female housing will be provided, with a hope to use scattered sites to 	house families, as well.  A conscientious decision to make the facility feel like 	home rather than institutional is the intent.

	 Detox services will be meaningful to clients in an attempt to create a relationship 	with St Michael.

	Expect to be functional and operational within two to two and a half years.  The 	capacity will be to accommodate 158 individuals.  The project is estimated to cost 	$52 million.                 
Old Business:  Minutes from the July 26, 2012, meeting were accepted as 			written.

FEB Veterans Affairs Committee Home Page is up to date, with meeting minutes 	being posted each month.

New Business:

Program Coordinator Reports:

	Stand Down – Bruce Pacot – Date set for November 1st and 2nd.

	Women Veterans – Carla Tillmon – No new updates

	Education Benefits - James Edwards – No new updates

	Employment Benefits – Donna Mangiameli – No new updates
       
	Discounts and Events – Brian Smith – Updated spreadsheet on the Home 				Page

Activities Supporting Veterans: 

	American Royal Parade – Some members of the FEB Veterans Affairs Committee are signing up on their own to participate in the parade.  Other veteran related organizations who will be in the parade include the STAND DOWN and Run for the Red, White, and Blue.  Brian Smith, Veteran of Iraq and Gulf War and Program Coordinator for the Events and Discounts for the FEB VAC will represent the Veterans Affairs Committee by riding in a car during the parade.  Other members are welcome to participate, as well.  This year’s parade had doubled the number of entries from previous years.   

	Saint Luke’s Hospitals are still continuing to provide free health and Hepatitis C screenings for veterans.

	There is a free online event for veterans – Income Tax Return Filing Issues.

Open Discussion:

	There was a discussion regarding scams of organizations claiming to fundraise for veterans and veteran related activities.  These scams are collecting money, but none of the money actually goes to veterans or veteran programs.  Organizations named in the Combined Federal Campaign list are generally screened and considered to be legitimate veteran fundraising organizations.   

	Lorelei Schieferdecker announced there will be a Region 7 Regional Council on Homelessness Federal Partnership on October 19th.

	Unity Day will be held on Wednesday, September 12, 2012.

	Upcoming FEB Schedule of Activities and Training Classes include a Pre-Retirement Seminar and Supervisory Refresher Training Seminar.  

Next Meeting:

	Thursday, September 20, 2012	 
				                             
Meeting Adjourned at 3:30 PM


